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2 CHRON. XXXIL 7, 8. 


Be ftrong and courageous, be not afraid nor diſmayed 
for the king of Aſſyria, nor for, all the multitude 
that is with him; for there be more with us than 
with him. 


With him is an arm of fleſh, but with us is the Lord 
our God, to help us, and to fight our Battels. 
And the frople reſted themſelves upon the words of | 
Hezekiah king of Judah. 


E are this Day called upon, by the 
bau ublic Authority of the Nation, to 

umble ourſelves before God for our 
Sins; to repent and turn from them; 
to pray for the Pardon of Sin, and implore the 
divine Favour to our Land; and at the fame time 
to profeſs our Faith, our Hope and Truſt in 
God, who is the Preſerver and Deliverer of his 
People, who put their Truſt in him. How fuita- 
ble theſe Words are to the Occaſion of the Day we 
ſhall preſently fee. 

Theſe two Books of Chronicles, together with 
the to Books of Kings, preſent us with an Hiſtory 
of the Kin gs of T/rae! and Judab: A fad Account 
we have of ſome; 'yea, alas, of moſt of them, who 
degenerated from the Piety and Virtue of their 
Forefathers, corrupted. the Religion of the God of 
I/rael, and provoked his Wrath againſt the Nation. 
But ſome of them, we find, were Patrons of 
Virtue, Enemies to Idolatry, zealous for Refor- 
mation, and carneſt Promaters of the Worſhip and 
A 2 Service 
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Service of the true. God. Of this Number was 
Hezekiah, whoſe Reign is the Subject of the three 
preceding Chapters, We are told in what a 
ious Manner he began his Reign, 2 Chron. 
XXix. 1, and following Verſes, and with what 
Zeal he proſecuted the Work of Reformation; 
rectifying the Abuſes that had been introduced 
in the Reign of his Predeceſſor. He — 
Idolatry, and reſtored the primitive Worſhip, a 

is related in the following Parts of the — ; 
you. may there ſee, how he excited the Prieſts and 
Levites, both by his own Inſtructions and Exam- 
ple, to humble themſelves before God, to rectify 
what was amiſs and diſorderly, and to promote 
the true Worſhip of God, and the Practice of . 
Religion among the People. But when this g 
King was thus engaged, — indeed after he wy 
in a goed meaſure, ſettled Things in the Nation, we 
are told, he met with Diſturbance from abroad; 
an Enemy aroſe againſt Jim and T/-ael, againſt the 
Work of God and the People of God. An haugh- 
ty neighbouring Prince, and one that was zealons 
for Idolatry, looked with an evil Eye upon the 
proſperous State of Hezek:ab and his People; and 
being ſtirred up by an enviqus,and ambitious Spi- 
rit, attempted to overturn the happy Settlement of 
Affairs, which had been made, both by the Pro- 
vidence of God, and the religious Pricdencn and 
Care of a good King ; he prepared to invade 1/ ae, 
and, by a Judgen and powerful Attack, to deſtroy 
them, their King, their Religion, and their Liber- 
ties, and to make them Slaves to himſelf, as be 
had dane other Nations —This haughty, ambitious, 
and enterpriz ing Prince was the King of Aria, as 
ib 4 ate. 
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we are told in the Beginning of this Chapter, 
ver. 1. After theſe things, and the eſtabliſpmens 
thereof, Sennacherib king of Aſſyria came, and en- 
tred into Judab, and encamped againſt the fenced 
cities, and thought to win them for bimſelf. No 
doubt but this infolent Attempt; and Deſign of 
his would give an Alarm to Hezettah, and his Sub- 
jects; and would put them upon all proper, juſt, 
and regular Means for their Defence, We are 
therefore told, ver. 2, 3. And when Hezekiah ſaw 
that Sennacherib was come, and that be was pur 

ed to. fight againſt Terujalem; be took counſel with 
his Princes, and his mighty Men, 0 flap the waters 
of the Fountains, which were without the City; and 
they did help him. Hezekiah conſulted with his 
Princes and chief Officers, what was proper to be 
done upon this Occaſion, what Meaſures they 
ſhould take, to oppoſe and diſtreſs the Enemy. 
And one way was, to ſtop up the Fountains of Ma. 
ter, that they might want ſuitable Refreſhment for 
themſelves, when they came to attack the 1/ elites ; 
this would be a great Inconvenience, yea, a 
great Diſtreſs to the A/yrian Army, for how 
could they be ſupported without Mater? This, 
certainly, was honeſt Policy, to diſtreſs, ' 10 
ſtarve an inſolent and unjuſt Enemy. But 
this was not all; he not only provided meany 
to diſtreſs and weaken them, but he fortified dis 
Places againſt them, and furniſhed his People with 
proper Weapons to defend themſelves and oppaſe 
their Enemies. We are therefore further told, v. 5. 
Alſo he ſtrengtbeued himſelf, and built up all the wall 
that was broken, and raiſed it up to the towers, a 
anther wall without, and repaired Mith. in the city 
p | E 
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David; and made darts and ſhields in abundance. 
e fortified his Strong-holds, and eſpecially Feru- 
ſalem, which was the capital City of the Kingdom. 
And he provided Inſtruments of War in abundance ; 
ſuch Inſtruments as were proper and neceſſary for 
the Defence of his People. And then we are fur- - 
ther told, what Care he took to form them into a 
regular Body; the military Order that he eſtabliſhed | f 
among the People, that they might be fit for the f 
Service they were called to. So you ſee, ver. 6. And : 
he jet Captains of war over the people, and gathered : 
them together to him in the ſtreet of the Gate of the ; 
city. And then we are told, how he animated and 
encouraged them with an excellent Speech he made 
to them, upon this great and important Occaſion, g 
in the words of the Text, He habe comfortably to 7 
them, ſaying, Be ſtrong and couragious, be not afraid 7 
nor diſmayed for the Ring of Allyria, nor for all the 7 
multitude that is with him; for there be more with us h 
than with him. With him is an arm of Fleſh, but 
with us is the Lord our God, to help us and to fight 1 
our'battels.. A moſt excellent Speech indeed, full 4 
of Piety and holy Truſt and: Confidence in God ! IL 
a Speech, well calculated to raiſe the drooping Hearts 


of an endanger'd People, and to inſpire their Souls 1 
with Courage and Reſolution againſt the invading, | fi 
threatning Enemy. And this good and encouraging C 
Effect it had, as we read, in the latter Part of the | e 
8th Verſe, and the people reſted themſebves upon the | c 
words of Hezekiah king of Fudab. 33 m 
Before I proceed to a more immediate Conſidera- 8 
Mon of the Words of the Text, let me ob/erve, what al 


à remarkable 'Reſemblance or Parallel there is be- 
8 tween 


and Religious Confidence confider d. 7 | 
tween the Caſe of Hezekrah, and bis People, and {| 
| 


the Caſe of our King, and our Nation at this Day. 
They were z7vaded by an idolatrous Prince, the 
King of AMhyria, whoſe Deſign was to deſtroy the 


1 


; T/raelite Religion, and make Captives and Slaves of 
1 | the People. We have been Jately threatned with 
aan Irve/ion by a powerful neighbouring Prince, and, 
i | I may ſay, an idolatrous Prince too, for Popery is 
1 | Jaolatry ; great Preparations had been long making 
8 for this, and other Pop7ſh States were invited into, 
d and concurred with them in this Deſign, as we are 
d informed, and have Reaſon enough to believe. And 
4 what was the Deygn? No leſs than to dethrone our 
9 preſent gracious Sovereign, to diſplace him and all 
© the Royal Family, and in their ſtead to ſet over us 
, a Popiſh Pretender; to make a Conqueſt of the 
0 Nation, and deſtroy what they call the Northern 
4 Hereſy, 1. e. the Proteſtant Religion; and to reſettle 
4 Popery among us, and make us all Slaves to an ar- 
* bitrary Government, and bring us again into Sub- 
tf jection to the tyrannical See of Rome; that Toke of | 
pf Bondage, which neither wwe nor our Fathers were | 
Il able to bear. So that upon the whole, the De/ign 
[! was no leſs than the Deſtruction of our Government, 
is our Laws, our Liberties, our Religion, . and all that 
Is is dear to us as, Engh/hmen and Proteſtants ; be- 
= -:| ſides involving the Land in a dreadful State of War, 
8 Confuſion and Blood : O what Deſolations would have 
de . enſued! what an Aceldama, a Field of Blood, would 
be | © our poor Land have been made, had they been per- 

mitted even to enter upon the Execution of this hor- 

rid Deſign? But they were prevented; and prevent- 
LY ed by Divine Pros in a way moſt remark- 
-o able and conſpicuous to all wile religious Obſervers. . 
cn 
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But however, they ſtill breathe out Threat- n 
nings and Slaughter ; and War is now declar'd FX 
apamſt us by that Power which had projected the 1 
forementioned unjuſt and deſtructive Scheme. So is 
that we are till like the Maelites, under Hegetiab; o1 
they were at War with the A/yrians, thoſe Ene- v 


mies of the Peace and Happineſs of Mal; and we 1 
are at War with our Enemies, the Enemies of the in 
Peace and Welfare of England. But then, I may w 
add, there is another Reſemblance between their Cafe be 
and ours; their Enemies were the Aggreſſors, they fig 
began with the Maelites and firſt attack d them; ſo 11 
ate our Enemies the Aggreſſors in the War we are is 
now entering upon. It was certainly lawful for the an 
| | hag to ſtand up in their own Defence, and vin- _ 
dicate their Religion, their Liberties and Privileges, no 
againſt an inſolent and haughty Enemy, that inva- 
ded and attack'd them. And ſo, by a Parity of 74 
Reaſon, it is undoubtedly /awfi] for us, to take up P, 
Arm in our own Defence; to defend ourſelves, [ an 
ſay, againſt the Power and Threatnings of our Ene- We 
mies; to vindicate our Religion and Liberties againſt 
the unjuſt Deſigns of thoſe, who would overthrow | Pa 
the Conſtitution, and deprive us of every thing that ſee 
is Aar and valuable, It has indeed been the Opi- gat 
don of ſore, that War is an unlawful Thing for as 
* Chriſtians under the Goſpel; and that they are not anc 
to make uſe of carnal and deſtructive Weapons; but, En 
'Y apprehend, this is true only with regard to Wars, op] 
that are undertaken out of ambitious, cruel, or re- pru 
vengeful Views. I believe, that Chriſtian Princes a N 
"ought *not to break with their Neighbours upon 
flight and trivial Occaſſons, or to fall upon them 
with a Deſign merely to aggrandixe themſelves, 4 
_ make 


and Religious Confidence confider'd. 9 
make Acceſſions to their own Dominions; the Prin- 
ciples of which War may be only Ambition, or a 
Luſt of Power; in theſe Caſes, I apprehend, War 
is unjuſt: and unlawful : But we will leave this to 
our Enemies, whoſe Caſe this apparently is; but 
with regard to our/eFves, as it was alſo with the 
Ifraelites, there is no doubt but it is lawful, and 
indeed our incumbent Duty, to defend ourſelves 
when we are attack'd; to riſe up in Oppoſition to 
bold and injurious Invaders; to take up Arms and 


fight for our Country, for our Religion, for our Fa- 


milies, for our Privileges, yea, for our all. This 
is what the Law of Nature, the Law of Nations, 
and the Law of God juſtifies and vindicates; yea, 
we are called upon to do it; fo that, I fay, it is 
not only lawful, but our Duty. 

Let us therefore ſee what Hegetiab and the 1 
raelites did in their Circumſtances; they are a good 
Precedent for us. Did they ſtand ſtill in a ſupine 
and careleſs Negligence, preſuming that God 
would =” for them in an extraordinary and ſu- 

Manner, without taking care on their 


p_ 
Parts? No, by no means; Hezekiah, as we have 


ſeen, ſummoned the Princes to a Conſultafion ; and 
gathering the People together, form'd them into a 


military Order, put Weapons into their Hands, 


and ſoarm'd them, in a proper manner, againſt their 
Enemies, that they might be able to withſtand, 
oppoſe, or defeat them in their Degus. This was 
prudent and neceſſary Self-defence. Hezekiah was 
a Man of great Faith; he declared over and over 
his Truſt in God, and looked to him for Protection 
and Deliverance ; þut this did not take him off 

Sl & from 
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from the neceſſary Means of providing for his own, 
and his People's Defence and Security. He knew 
what a juſt Connection there was between an holy 
Truſt in God, and the proper Uſe of appointed 
Means. And this teaches us our Duty in the 
like Caſe, to truſt God, and uſe Means. To ſay 
we depend upon God, whilſt we neglect the ne- 
ceſſary Means, is raſh Preſumption; and to depend 
upon ourſelyes, without looking to God, and ſeek- 
ing his Aid, is vain Confidence. 

We hope that our Governors, in Imitation of 
Hezekiah, have taken the right Method in our 
preſent Caſe, both with regard to the intended In- 
vaſion, and the Proſecution of the War. All ne- 
ceſſary and prudent Means have been uſed, with 
the Advice of our Rulers and Senators, by fortify- 
ing our Places of Defence, guarding the Caſt, aſ- 
ſembling Troops, calling in the Aſſiſtance of our 
Allies, and doing every thing elſe that is neceſſary 
for our Security and Defence at home. Due Care 
alſo has been taken, and ſuitable Proviſion made, 
to aſſemble a ſufficient Body of Forces, in Conjun- 
ction with our Allies, to carry on the War abroad. 
But this is not all; we are, by them, directed to 
look above, to ſeek, to pray for and depend upon 
the divine Aſſiſtance, Protection, and Blefling, 
This is very evident and apparent from the Ap- 
fointment of this Day for that very End and Pur- 
poſe. And conſidering things in this Light, may 
we not ſuppoſe they ſpeak to us in the encouraging 
Words of the Text; ſpeak to us in the fame man- 
ner as Hezekiaþ did to the Maelites? Be ſtrong and 
courageous, be not afraid nor diſmayed for the king 

| 0 
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of Aſyria, nor for all the multitude that is with 
him; for there be more with us than with him. 

With him is an Arm of Fleſh, but with us is the 
Lord · our God, 70 hehþ us, and to fight our battels, 

Moſt excellent, moſt comfortable Words! tending 
highly to encourage thoſe, who have any Senſe of 
God and Religion upon their Souls. How, anima-. 
ting is the Speech of a pious Prince to a faithful 
People, who are embarked with him in the Cauſe 
of God and Religion, the Cauſe of Fuſtice and Li- 
berty ? We need not wonder then at the Influence 

this truly Heroic * had upon the People, and 

Soldiery of Iſrael; we are ted, the People reſted 
themſelves upon the words ef - Hezeki ah bing of Ju- 

dab. 

But I muſt obſerve, that the Words of tlie Text 
are to be conſider'd in Cnuection with the foregoing 
Account we have of the Reformation made by He- 
zetiab, and the repenting, returning Maelites; 
and, taking them in this View, we may obſer ve 
theſe two things in the general from chem. 


Iſt, That a People, who would engage” God on 
their Side, ut firft humble themſelves before him 


by true Repentance, and e feek his Favour 
and Protection. 


IIdly, That fach a People have Reaſon to hope 
for the divine Preſence and Afiſtance, and may en- 
gourage themſelves and one another by an | boly Truſt in 
God. 


Iſt, That a Peg, who would engage God on 
their Side, muſt firſt humble themſelves before hin: by 
B 2 


true . 
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true repentance, and earneſtly ſeek his favour and 
Protection. This is what Hezekiab and the Mraelites 
did, as may be ſeen at large in the foregaing Chap- 
ters. They began with God, by Repentance, Re- 
formation, Prayer and Supplication; and fo ſhould 
we. And may I not ay, this is the Method we 
are put upon by our Governors? We are called ta 
keep a Day of Faſting, Humiliation and Prayer; 
the Deſign of this we are acquainted with, in 
the Proclamation, iſſued out by His Majeſty, to 
which I ſhall refer you. Theſe are the Words of 
our Sovereign; We command, That a Public Faſt 
and Humiliation be objerv'd throughout our whole 
Kingdom ; that fo, both We and our People may hum- 
ble ourſelves before Almighty God, in order to obtain 
Pardon for our Sins; and may, in moſt devout and 
folemn Manner, ſend our Prayers and Supplications 
to the Divine Majeſty ; for averting thoſe beavy 
FJudgments, which our manifold Sins and Provoca- 
tions have moſt juſtly deſerued; and imploring tus 
Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance on our,, Arms, and for reſtoring 
and perpetuating Peace, Safety and Proſperity to us 
and our Kingdoms. So that you ſee, I ſay, we are 
called upon to begin with God; and this is Be- 
ginning at the right End. We are called upon, in 
the firſt Place, to humble ourſelvesbefore God; to 
acknowledge, to confeſs, and lament our manifold 
Sins and Provocations; and earneſtly to implore his 
pardoning Mercy. O what Occa/ion is there for 
this! Reaſon enough, alas, to bewail and lament 
our Sinfulneſs ; our Perſonal, Family, and National 


Sins. Theſe are our greateſt and worſt Enemies; 


for Sin very oft brings down the Fudgments of God 
8 
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- earthly King. 
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upon a Nation and People, as well as upon particu- 
lar Perſons. Now, how can we expect theſe Judg- 
ments ſhould be averted or prevented, but by ſerious 
Humiliation, Repentance, and earneſt — 
to God for Mercy ? Should we not be confeſſing. 
as Daniel did, for himſelf and his People? Daniel, 
ix. 8, 9. O Lord to us belongeth confuſion of face, to 


our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers; becauſe 


we have finned againſt thee. To the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forgiveneſſes, tho we have rebelled 
againſt him. And therefore ſhould we not be praying 

with him? ver. 19. O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, 
O Lord hearken and do, defer not for thine own ſake, 
O my God; for thy city and thy people are called by 
thy name. Should not we, I fay, thus humble our- 
ſelves, as he did, for the Sins of /Fae/, making Con- 
feſſion unto God, and imploring his pardoning Mer- 
cy and Favour to ourſelves and to our Land? Are 
we not called by his Name? Let us hear then what 
he ſays to us, as he did to Mae of old, under this 
Title and Character 2 Chron. vii. 14. 1f my people, 
which are called by my name, ſhall humble themſelves 
and pray, and feek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their fin, and will heat their land, 
Here, you ſee, the Way to prevent or avert the 
divine | ax ane and to obtain the divine Fa- 
vour, is to humble ourſelves, and pray, and ſeek the 
Face of God, and turn from our wicked Ways. 
So that, I may ſay, this is what we are called to 
this Day, both by the King of Heaven and our 
O that we could obey both, by an- 
ſwering the Degn of the Day. Let me now refer 
you to the Words of the great God of rael, upon 
another 
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another Occafion, which we may look upon both 
as a Call and a Direction to us at this Day. Foe! 
zi. 12, 13. Therefore alſo m, ſarth the Lord, turn 
ye even to me with all your beart, and with faſting, 
and with weeping, and with mottrning ; and rent your 
beart and not your garments, aud turn unto the Lord 
your God; for he is gracious and merciful, flow to 
anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of 
the evil, Theſe Words, indeed, contain both a 
ſaitable Direction, and an excellent Encouragement z 
they ſhow, what we ought to do in a way of Du- 
7 and what we may expect in a way of Mercy. 
We here ſee what Encouragement we have to faſt, 
and weep and pray, from the merciful and graci- 
ous Nature of that God, with whom we have to 
do in our folemn Aſſemblies; he is gracious and 
merciful, ſlow to anger and of great kindneſs ; ſo we 
have found him to us, in many Inſtances and Ca- 
ſes; and ſo we ſhall find him „i, if we turn to 


Prayer, and truſt in him witha ſtedfaſt Faith. I 
cannot well forbear referring you to ſome of the 
following Verſes, in the Place laſt quoted, they are 
fo very ſuitable to as. Joel ii. 15, 16, 17. Blow 
the trumpet in Zion, ſanttify a faſt, call a ſolemn 
_ efjembly ; gather e people, ſanctiſy the congregation ; 
aſſemble the elders, gather the children ; let the bride- 
groom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 
ber cloſet. Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord, 
aeeep between the porch and the altar, and let them 
fay; Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine 
heritage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule 
ever them; wherefore ſhould they fa among tha 


Profle, 


bim with all our Heart, ſeek to him by earneſt 


people, Where is their God? Now is not this 


And are they not ſtill meditating freſh Deſigns 


Alves, and one another, by an holy Truſt in God. 


ſpake to their Hearts. And what did he fay ? That 
flrong and courageous, be not afraid nor diſmayed for 


with him; for there be more with us than with him: 


and Religious Corifidenee cdnfider d. Is 


the Caſe with regard -to us and our Enemies? 
They areas the Heathen to us; Enemies to our 
Nation, to our Conſtitution, to our Religion, our 
Liberties, our all. Have not they endeavoured to 
diſpoſſeſs us of our Heritage, to conquer us by 
invading us; yea indeed to make us Slaves and 
Vaſſals by their intended Invaſon and Conqueſts 


— — — 
— — - - —_ 


againſt us? Have not we therefore Reaſon to a 
for ourſelves, and to pray earneſtly againſt them ; 
that all their pernicious Schemes may be ſtill bro- 
ken, and all their violent and. unjuſt Attempts a- 
gainſt us may be ſtill defeated? And now, that 
we are putting on the Harneſs, and entering into an 
open War with them, ſhould we not endeavour 
alſo, by ardent Prayer, and an holy Truſt, to en- 
gage God on our Side? And have we not ground to 
hope for, and expect his. gracious Aſſiſtance and 
Bleſſing in this way? And this leads me to the 
next thing ob/erved from the Words. 

Bdly, That ſuch a People have Reaſon to hope 
for the divine Aſſiſtance, and may encourage tbem- 
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We may ſay to them, as Hezekiab did to the 1 
raelites, yea we may ſpeak comfortably to em, as 
he did; or, as you may ſee it is in the Margin, he 
you have in the excellent Words of the Text: Be 
the king of Aria, nor for all the multitude that it 


With bim is an Arm of Fleſh, but with us is the. 
W. Lord 
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Lord our God, to help us, and to fight our battels, 

It is then added, And the pe 

on the words of Hezekiah king of Fudah. Now 

Here let me obſerve, and a little in _ the fol- 
0 


lowing Particulars contained in theſe Words. 


1ſt, They are cautioned againſt an undue Fear, 
that Fear which very oft the Power of Man brings 
with it. Thus the good King ſpeaks to 'em ; Be 
not afraid nor diſmayed for the king of Aſſyria, nor 

or all the multitude that is with him. 

d2dly, They are encouraged to take Heart, and 
be bold in the War with this Enemy; Be ftrong 
and courageous. | 

3dly, A very good, a powerful, and ſufficient 
Reaſon aſſigned for all this; for there be more with 
us than with him, ver. 7. This you have explain'd 
in the following excellent Words, ver. 8. With him 
is an Arm of Fleſh, but with us 1s the Lord our 
God, to help us, and to fight our battels. 

4thly and laſtly, We have the Application of all, 
made by the People to themſelves, for their En- 
couragement and Support. We are told, in the 
latter Part of the 8th Verſe, And the people reſted 
themſelves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Fu- 
dah. 


- . Iſt, Obſerve how they are cautioned againſt an 
undue Fear; ſuch a laviſh Fear, as very oft the 
Power of Man brings along with it. Thus the pi- 
ous King ſpeaks to em, both like a valiant Soldier, 
and a religious Prince; Be not afraid nor diſmayed 
for the king of Aſſyria, nor for all the —_ 
that 


ople refted themſelves up- 
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ls that is with him, He had a great Hot, as we 
pe read; a numerous, and powerful Army. Thus 
= it is expreſſed, 2 Kings xviii. 17. that he came 
l up againſt Hezekzah and Feruſalem with a great 


Hoſt. And what made his Army the more for- 
midable was, that they were veteran Troops; 


ns had been inured to War, and uſed to conquer. 
7 He valued himſelf upon this, and de/pr/ed the 
. ſmall Number of the Maelites, and the weak 


and low Eſtate they were in, as you may, ſee in 
the 23d Verſe. Now this muſt needs be great 


d Diſcouragement to the poor Maelites; and un- 
2 doubtedly was ſo to all, that judged by an Eye 

of Senſe, and had not a true Faith in the Power, 
at and Providence of God. And it is not unlike- 
ly, but that the following encouraging and re- 

proving Word might be ſent to em by the Pro- 
- phet from God, at this Time, and upon this Occa- 
* fon. Iſa. Ii. 12, 13. 1, even Tam he that comforteth 
, you ; who art thou, that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid 
4 of a man that ſhall die, and of the ſon of. man, 
x which ſhall be as the graſs? And forgetteſt the 
” Lord thy maker, that hath flretched forth the 
4 heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ; 
4 and baſt. feared continually every day, becauſe / 

the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he were ready te 

deſtroy? And where is the fury of the oppre, 
A for? Solomon ſays, that the fear of man brin-/ 
5 a ſnare, Prov. xxix. 2 5. The Truth of 1s 
x has been exemplified in many Inſtances ; cac- 
» nal Fear enſnares and intimidates the Soul; ma- 
1 ny have been brought into Diſtreſs upon this 
' Account: So it ſeems it was with the 1/7ae/:/es 


U at 
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gt this time, with many of them however, and 
they needed Encouragement, both from their 
Prince, and from God himſelf by his Prophet. 
So it was with their Forefathers at the Red Sea, 
when Pharoah and his Hf was upon them; 
we are told, Exod. xiv. 10. that they were fore 
afraid, and cried out unto the Lord. However, 
it was well their Fear ſet them a crying to him, 
who was able to ſave. We may conſider this 
alſo with regard to particular Perſons ; thus we 


find u, tho' he had the Character of a very 


valiant Man, yet was ſeized with Fear upon a 
like Occaſion. We are told, 1 Sam. xxviii. 8. 
that when Saul ſaw the bojt of the Philiſtines, J; 
was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. It 


is true indeed that his Fears might at this time 


be the more excited and increaſed, from a Senſe 
of Guilt, and the Horrors of an accuſing Con- 
ſcience. Let me therefore add, that we find 
even David himſelf, who was a pious and 
good Man, declaring his Fear, upon ſuch an 
Occaſion, at one time; a Time, when we may ſup- 
poſe Faith was at a low Ebb in his Soul, Pſal. 
xvili. 4. The floods of ungodly mon, ſays he, made 
me afraid. Tho he could ſay, and declare at 
another time, when Faith was in lively Act and 
Exerciſe, Pſal. xxvii. 3. TJ an hoſt” ſhould en- 
camp againft me, my heart ſhall not fear. Tho' 


war ſhould riſe againſt. me, in this will I be con- 


fdent; i. e. in God's Power and Protection. 
Now it is an ill Omen or Sign, when the 
People, but eſpecially the So/diery, is diſcoura- 
Fed, diſpirited, and fearful in a Time of Rag) 
| [eget 
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Hezekiab therefore, both like a w7e and vali- 
ant, and alſo like a prous and religious Prince, 
endeavours to diſpoſſeſs his Men of this evil 
Principle, and to raiſe and animate their Souls 
with-true Courage and Valbur. And this leads 
me to obſerve, | | 


| 2dy, They are encouraged to take Heart, 
and be bold in this War; this juſt and ne- 
ceſſary War, with a 2 haughty, and ſelf- 
confident Enemy. he Word therefore is, Be 
ftrong and  courageotts. Conſider. not their 
Strength, their Numbers; but be bold in the 


Cauſe of God, the Cauſe of Religion, the Cauſe 
of your Country. Thus it is a good thing, and 


preſages well, when Commanders encourage 


Soldiers, both by their Exbortations and Exam- 
Ble, And it is an excellent thing, when they, 
N are engaged in this Work, excite, animate, 
and encourage one auother; as Joa and his 
Brother Ab 755 did hen they Mate their 
Forces againſt the numerous Armies of the Am- 
"munites and Syrians, You may ſee what the 
one ſaid to the other, like a w/e and valigut 
Commander, 2 Sam. x. 11, 12. And he ſaid, 
Af. the Syrians, be tos rung r me, then thou 
half bel me; but, if. the. children of Ammon be 


too pa for thee, then I ill come and help thee. 
Be of good courgge, and let us play the men, for 


our „and for the cities of our God, and the 


Tord db that which ſeemeth him. good. Thus did 


they 1 one another's Hands and Hearts 


in the Work, referring the Event to the Diſpo- 
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. of Providence; but we will hope, depend- 
ing upon God for Affiſtance and Succeſs ; and 
they obtained a compleat Victory, as we read in 
the following Parts of the Chapter. 


3dly, We have a very good, a powerful, and 
ſufficient Reaſon for all this; z. e. why they 
ſhould abandon, flaviſh Fear, and be bold and 
«courageous; for there be more with us than with 


bim. This we have explain'd in the following 


excellent Words, ver. 8. With him is an Arm of 
'Fleſh, but with us 75 the Lord our God, to help 
15, and to fight our battels, Here we have a re- 
markable Diſtinction between thoſe who depend 
upon themſelves, and thoſe who rely upon 
God; or the Difterente between a religious 
Prince and People, and vain, carnal, world! 
Men; together with the great Advantage the 
one have over the other. They who look 
no further than outward things, depend upon 
"themſelves, upon an arm gf fleſh; i. e. they truſt 
to their own Policy and Wiſdom, and that ve- 
ry oft is ſinful Policy; or they depend upon their 
Marge and numerous Forces; and vainly imagine 
none can defeat the one, or overcome the other, 
How common a'thing is it for worldly Poli- 
'Aians to «gbory in ccc Wilden that 4 not 
only to vale themſelves upon that Account, 
but to rrifft in it and depend upon it? They have 
laid ſuch and ſuch Schemes, very politic and 
*crafty — 1 and they. think they can. 


not miſcarry e themſelves afſurtd 


| * Snecels.” « "Bur they get "there is one above, 


ws that 
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that ſees in ſecret, and who is privy to all their 
dark -Machinations and Intrigues, and is able to 
detect and defeat all, by bringing to light the 
hidden works of darkneſs. You may ſee what the 
Prophet ſays, in the Name of the great God; 
Jaiab xxix. 15, Woe unto them that ſeek deep, to 
2 their aun from the Lord, and their works 
are in the dark, and they ſay, who feeth us, and 
who knoweth us? But ſuppoſe they can conceal 
their Schemes for a Time, and Providence does 
not bring them to light immediately ; yet how 
frequently are they Tor © yr in their De- 
figns, unaccountably battled by an over-ruling 
Providence? As the Phſalmiſt ſays, Pſalm xxxili. 
10. The Lord bringeth the counſel of. the heathen 
to nought ; he maketh the devices of the people of 
none fel. And therefore, as Solomon fays, 
Prov. xxi. 30. There ig no wiſdom, nor under. 
Nanding, nor counſel againſt the Lord. 
But again; Another Part of the arm of feſh 
which'is with them, and upon which they de- 


pend, is their military Strength; the Number 


and Power of their Armies: theſe, together 
with their Riches and Wealth, called the Si- 
news of War, are the Confidence of worldly and 
ambitious Princes. But I may obſerve, that this 
Part of the arm of fleſh does alſo very oft fail 
and deceive them, as well as the other; for, as 
a wiſe Man fays, Feel. i ix. 11. The Bartel is not 
to the firong. And as a good Man has long ago 
obſerved ;- P/aln! xxxiii: 16. There 1s no king Ja- 
ved by the multitude of an hoſt; a mighty man is 
riot delivered'b y muc ftrength. So far from it, 

that 


” 
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that great Armies have ſometimes been defeated 
by /mall and ineonſiderable Forces; many In- 
ſtances of which we habe both in /acred and 
common Hiſtory. * | 
No if we. conſider the foregoing Deſcrip- 
tion of the arm of fleſb, we (hall ſee how ſuita- 
ble it is to the Character and Caſe of Sennacherib 
the Aſſyrian King, to whom the Expreflion is 
applied. It is apparent, that he depended very 
much, if not altogether, upon his deep Policy 
and. powerful Army; and this made him fo /an- 
guzne and confident of Succeſs. He had, by his 
politic Contrivance, laid a Scheme for the De- 
ſtruction of the raelites; and he had fallen 
upon them ſaddenly with a numerous and pow- 
erful Army. We have Reaſon to believe, I ſay, 
from his haughty and ſcornful Speech to the / 
raelites, that he was very confident and ſure of 
his Defign taking Effect; and that it was in the 
Power of none to defeat it. You may ſee his 
inſolent and blaſphemous Speech in the Yerjes 
following the Text: Nothing can be more aſ- 
ſuming, more bold and daring, than what he 
ſays, both againſt 1rael, and the God of Mabel. 
But his Deſign was defeated, notwithfanding his 
great Boaſting and great Confidence; and he 
met with a fatal, and ſhameful Overthrow, as 
we read in the Sequel. And what was the Rea- 
ſon? Becauſe with him was an arm of fleſh, hu- 
man Policy and Power, and nothing elſe ; God 


God. by acting againſt his People; God was 


by 


„ esse. 


was not with him; no, he was acting againſt 


. therefore againſt him, and declar d againſt him 


on 
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by the Propbet, as you may ſee, in another 
Place, where this Tranſaction is related, 2 Kings 
xix. 27, 28. But I know thy abode, and thy going 
out, and thy coming in, and thy rage againſt me. 
Becauſe thy 4 againſt me, and thy tumult is 
come up into mme ears; cbergfere I will put my 


hook in thy noſe, and my bridle in thy lips; and I 


. will turn thee back by the way by which thou ca- 


meſt, Thus it was with him, and thus it will 
be with all thoſe, who have not God with and 
or them. You may ſee that remarkable Place, 


where God thus ſpeaks to his People, 1/arab 


liv; 15. Ho they ſhall ſurely gather together, 
but not by me; whoſoever ſhall gather together 
againſt L ſhall 2 for thy ſate. The Ene- 
mies of the Church and Peopſe of God will be 
forming Deſigns, and gathering together againſt 
them; but, as they have not God wzth them, 
nor far them, they muſt and ſhell fall. 


Let us now cif} the Words of the Text, in 
relation to the preſent State of Things between us 
and our Enemies. We have, for ſome Time, been 
engaged in a War with one Pop;/h Power, and 
we are now entering into a War with another. 
But how do they and we enter upon this Work? 
Let any one read and compare together the two 
Declarations of War, and ſee what a remarka- 
ble Difference there is, as to the Spirit of Reli- 
gion, between them ; the Declaration of France 
contains little elſe but unjuſt Charges, and violent 
Menaces againſt the Exgliſß Nation; no Ac- 
knowledgment of God, no Mention of Provi- 
dence, no Profeſſions of Faith or Truſt in God, 


But 
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But the Declaration, publiſhed by our Prince, 
breathes a true Spirit of Piety; both in this and 
in the Proclamation for the Faſt, we have our 
moſt gracious Sovereign ex ga particular 
Regard to divine Providence, an entire De- 
pendance upon God for his Aſſiſtance and Bleſ- 
ling upon our Arms. This I cannot but look 
upon as a promiſing Sign, a Token for good; we 

ſeem to begin with God. 
Let us therefore now a little conſider, in the 
Language of the Text, what is with our Ene- 
mies, and what is with us, With them is an 
Arm of Fleſh ; they have a great deal of human 
Policy and worldly Power on their Side; they 
have the Policy of Rome, the Subtilty and Crat- 
tineſs of the Cardinall, the Feſuits, and Popiſh 
Prieſts ; and theſe back d with the armed Pow- 
ers of France and Spain. Does all this look 
great and formidable? Well, but we hope, we 
truſt, that we have God with us; and this is a- 
bove all. It is the Cauſe of God that we are 
maintaining, the Cauſe of Religion and Liber- 
; and we may hear him ſpeaking to us, as he 
id to the Hraelites of old, by the Prophet, 


2 Chron. xv. 2. The Lord is with you, while ye 


be with him; and if ye ſeek him, he will be found 
of you, This is what we have been this Day 
ſecking and praying for ; we therefore hope and 
truſt, I fay, that we have and ſhall have God 
with us ; his Preſence, his Aſſiſtance, and Bleſ- 
ſing ; not only God w2th vs as a mere Spectator, 
to behold us and our Affairs, but, as you have it 
in the Text, with us is the Lord our * 
| elp 
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help us, and to fight our battels; to go forth with 
our Armies, and give us Succeſs againſt is and 
our Enemies. 

And if God be with us, we ſhall alſo have 
the Son of God with us; the Lord Feſus Chriſt 
is with his Church and People, and he has pro- 
miſed, that he will be with them always, even to 
the end of the world, Matth. xxviii. 20. O what 
a Mercy, what a Blefling is this, to have the 
Preſence and gracious Influence of the Redeem- 
er! For it is owing to his Mediation that we 
have God with us and for us. You may ſee 
what the P/almift ſays, P/al. Ixviii. 18. You 
haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt received gifts for 
men, yea for the rebellious alſo, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them. Tt js therefore 
owing to the Mediator, who has made Peace 
by the Blood of his Croſs, and has reconciled'us 
to © Father, that we have the Preſence of 
God with us. And that he will be with his 
People, we have his own Word and Promiſe : 
The Goſpel Church is, therefore, as I may ſay, 
both adorned, and guarded by the Preſence of 
Chriſt ; Rev. ii. 1. He walketh in the midſt of 
the golden candleſticks. 

Again, we have the Spirit of God with ws. 
And we may hear him faying to us, as he did 
to his People of old, Haggat ii. 5. My Spirit 
remaineth among you, fear not, We may hope 
that the Syirit of God will be, not only with 
his Miniſters and People, to aſſiſt, guide, and 
direct them, but alſo with our Commanders, and 
Soldiers, to animate them with a Spirit of 
. D Courags 
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Courage and Boldneſs; and ſo prepare and fur- 
niſh them for their great and dangerous Work. 
Again, we have the Angels of God with us; 
for they are all mim/tring ſpirits, ſent forth to 
miniſter to-the heirs of ſalvation, Heb. i. 14. yea, 
we are told by the P/alm/?, Plal. xxxiv. 7. that 
the angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them. Thoſe blef- 
ſed and powerful Spirits, as it were, ſpread their 
Tents around the faithful Servants of God, to 
ſecure, guard, and defend them, Let me give 
you a remarkable Inſtance of this in, the Caſe of 
the Prophet Eliſha, and his Servant. When 
he was in the City of Dothan, the King of Sy- 
ria ſent a great Hoff to encompaſs the Place, 
and ſecure the Prophet, 2 Kings vi. 14. This 
ſtruck his Servant with great Fear; we are 
therefore told, yer. 15.. And when the ſervant 4 
#be man of God was riſen early, and gone forth, 
behold, an boſt compaſſed the city, both with horſes 
and chariots : and his ſervant ſaid unto him, A- 
las, my maſter, how ſhall we do? He thought 
he had Reaſon enough to fear, both for 15 
Maſter and for himſelf; and therefore he cried 
out, Alas, how ſhall we do? Now obſerve what 
the Prophet ſaid to him, and what he ſhewed 
him, to let him know what a Defence and 
Guard they had, ver. 16, 17. And he anfwereg, 
Fear not; for they that be with us, are more than 
they that be with them. And Eliſha prayed, 
and ſaid, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes that be 
may ſee. And the Lord opened the eyes of the 


. Joung man, and be jaw ; and behold, the mountain 


Was 


- 
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was full of horſes, and chariots of fire round about 


Eliſha. This was God's Hot; theſe were 
Guardian Angels, that were round about Eli- 


ſha and his Servant, for their Protection and 


Defence. And let me obſerve, the very fame 
Expreſſion is uſed by the Prophet, which we 
have in the Text, they that be with us are more 
than they that be with them. I therefore thought 
it very proper to take notice of the Miniſtry of 
the Angels, upon this Occaſion. I may alſo add, 
becauſe we find, afterwards, that the Deſtruction 
of Sennacherib's Army, and conſequently the 
defeating of his grand Deſign, was brought 
about by an Angel, whom God was pleaſed to 
employ as an [n/irument of Vengeance againſt 
the haughty Enemy, and of Deliverance to the 
endanger'd 17aelites, 2 Chron, xxxii. 21. And 
the Lord ſent an angel, which cut off all the 
mighty men of valbur, and the leaders and cap 
tains in the camp of the king of Aſſyria ; jo be 
returned with ſhame of face to bis gwn land. 
May we not learn from this, as well as from 
ſome other Inſtances, that God is pleaſed, in 
the government of the world, to make uſe of the 
Miniſtry of Angels for the Preſervation of the 
Righteous, and the Puniſhment of the Wicked? 
And tho' we do not fee it, nor can we always 
be ſenſible of it, yet have we not Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that many Mercies are handed to us, and 

many Deliverances wrought for us, by the In- 
terpoſition, or Miniſtry, of Angels? - a 

Again, we have the Word and Ordinances of 
Gad, in their Purity, among us. Our Ene- 
ui 2 mics 
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mies have corrupted the Worſhip of God by 
their Idolatry and Superſtition, and maintain an 
antichriſtian Power and Tyranny, in Oppoſition 
to the ſpiritual Government of the Lord Jeſus 
Cbriſt. But, I fay, we truſt that we maintain 
the Word and Worſhip of God according to the 
Purity of the Goſpel ; and we have Reaſon to 
believe, that the Reformed Proteſtant Faith and 
Worſhip is the Cauſe and Intereſt of God. We 
may therefore plead with thoſe of old, 7b. vii. 

. Lord, what wilt thou do unto thy Name? 
What wilt thou do for thine own Cauſe and In- 
tereſt? And this leads me to add, 

In the laſt place, we have the People of God 
among us, and they are a praying People, 'Tho' 
we are, indeed, a ſinful and degenerate Na- 
tion, yet we have a pious Remnant among us, 
the Generation of them, who ſeek the face of the 
God of Jacob, as they are called, P/alm xxiv. 6. 
And this, we truſt, is a great Advantage to our 
Land. There are not only ſme, but many, who, 
with Moſes of old, are ſtanding in the Gap, and 
with Facob, are pleading and wreſtling with God 
on our Behalf. It is a fad thing for thoſe, who 
have the Prayers of God's People againſt them ; 
and it muſt be, no doubt, an Advantage and 
Comfort to have theſe for us. And this, I be- 
lieve, is our Caſe with regard to our Enemies 
if the Prayers of God's People are for us, they 
muſt be againſt them. We are told, Jam. v. 16. 
That the effeftual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. And if the fervent Prayer 

of one, is ſo e fectual and prevalent, what muſt 
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the united Prayers of many ſuch do? and, we 
| truſt, that we have many ſuch engaged for us. 
Yea I may venture to ſay, that many of theſe 
have been put up this Day; many /incere and 
fervent Prayers put up to him, who is a God 
5 hearing Prayer, Pſalm Ixv. 2. and who never 
) ſaid to the ſeed of Facob, ſeek ye me in vain, Iſai. 
1 xlv. 19. And we hope, that we ſhall reap the 
8 Benefit and Comfort of thoſe Prayers, in the 
| Succeſs of our Arms, the D:/appointment of our 
7 Enemies, and the Proſperity of our Land. 


— Let us now a little reflect upon, and conſider 
the /everal Particulars that have been mention'd 
d under this Head, and ſee, whether we have not 
Y Reaſon to make the ſame Concluſion with good 
- Hezekuah, and the pious 1/rae/ites. May we not 
S, fay, with regard to our Enemies, that with them 
2 is an arm of fleſh; human Policy and Strength to 
5. depend upon, and that this is, indeed, their 
Ty great Confidence? But we hope, we truſt, that 
4 God is with us, Chriſt is with vs, the Spirit of 
d God is with us, and the Angels of God are with 
d us; we have the pure Word and Ordinances of 
10 God; the Miniſters of God are with us; and the 
F People of God, who are a praying People ; and 
id this is a great Advantage. Is not the Concluſion 
1 then very plain and clear, and may we not tru- 
3 ly ſay, as in the Text; There be more with us 
ey tban with them? Let us now 
1 | 
us 4thly, and laſtly, Conſider the Application of 
er all, made to themſelves, by the People of I 
iſt rael, tor their Encouragement and Support. We 
he ae told in the latter Part of the 8th Verſe. And 


the 
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the people reſted themſelves upon the words of He- 
aetiab king of Judah. Not that they reſted upon 


Hezekiah himſelf, or truſted in him; no, put 
not your Truſt in Princes themſelves. But, by 


his Words, or his excellent Advice, 2 were 


directed and encouraged to put their 


ruſt in 


God, and to depend upon him, who was able 


to ſave them from all their Enemies. Now, as 
they learned of their Prince, ſo we may learn 
of ours; who declares, both in the Proclamation 
for the Faſt, and in the Declaration of War; 
that his ſole Truſt is in God, and his entire De- 
3 upon him. Let us, I fay, learn this 

uty, both from the Direction and Example of 
dur Sovereign. This has been a great Fault 
among many in our Nation, that they have 
been too ſanguine, and confident upon theſe Oc- 
caſions. We have been too ready to depend 
upon ourſelves, yea to boaſt of our own Power 
and Might; we have ſuch an Army, and ſuch a 
Fleet ; we can do this, and the other ; whereas, 
alas, we can do nothing without God; but by 
him we ſhall be enabled 20 do all things. It is a 
great Mercy that we are able, in any good Mea- 
ſure, to put ourſelves in a Poſture of Defence; 
but more eſpecially to act offenſively againſt 
thoſe, with whom we are to engage. And it 
is a great Advantage, that we have the Friend- 
ſhip, and Aſſiſtance of our Allies to depend upon; 
but it is a greater Mercy and Favour, that we 
have a good, a gratious, and a mighty God to 
rely en. Our Enemies are ſtrong and powerful, 
but our God is higher, and ſtronger than — 1 
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whilſt they truſt in an arm of fleſh, let us de- 
pend upon the divine Arm, for that is a mrghty 
and ſtrong Arm, Pſalm Ixxxix. 13. Let us look 
above, as knowing that our Help is in the name 
of the Lord, who made heaven and earth, Pſalm 
cxxiv. 8, And remembring the Prayers we have 
offered to him this Day; we have faſted and 
prayed, O may our Prayers be attended with a 
lively Faith in the divine Providence, Power, 
and Goodneſs; and let us be faying, with the 
pious 1/raelites of old, Palm xx. 7. Some truſt 
in chariots, and ſome in horſes; but ae will re- 
member the name of the Lord our God. And 
again, let us be ſaying with them in the 5th v. 
We will rejoice in thy ſalvation, and in the name 
of our God we will ſet up our banners. Let us 
go forth in his Name, and in his Strength, and 
then we may hope, that he will go forth with 
our Armies, It God be for us, who can be 
againſt us? Whilſt we have his Preſence, his 
Help and Aſſiſtance, we need not fear all the 
Power of the Enemy, how great ſoever it. may 
be; the Battel is the Lord's, and, as was faid: 
by a brave Commander, 1 Sam. xiv. 6. There is 
no Reſtraint to the Lord, to ſave by many or by 
few. To the ſame Purpoſe is the Expreſſion of 
a pious King, who was alarm'd with a great 
Hoſt, that came againſt him and his People: 
Indeed the whole of what he ſays, in his Pray- 
er to God, upon that Occaſion, is fo very re- 
markable and excellent, I ſhall refer you to his 
Words, 2 Chron. xiv. 11. And Aja cried unto 
the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord, it is — 
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with thee to help, whether with many, or with 
them that have no Power. Help us, O Lord our 
God, for we reſt on thee, and in thy name we go 
againſt this multitude, O Lord, thou art our 
God, let not man prevail againſt thee. Excellent 
Prayer indeed! Full of Faith, and Truſt in 
God | And his Hope was not diſappointed ; for, 
as you may read in the following Verſes, God 
gave him a complcat Victory over his Enemies, 
and' deliver'd his People from the unjuſt and 

violent Deſigns they had formed againſt them. 
But, my Friends, have we not had a very 
remarkable Inſtance of this, in the memorable 
Battel that was fought by our Forces in Germa- 
xy the laſt Year? How powerful was the Ene- 
my, and how confident of Succeſs? They made 
themſelves ſure of the Day, and had already 
ſwallowed up our little Army in their own vain 
and fanguine Expectations; but God fought 
for us, covered the Head of our Sovereign in the 
Day of Battel, and not only delivered us from, 
but gave us a compleat Viclory over the inſolent 
and boaſting Enemy. By this we ſee the Truth, 
of what we have been juſt now hearing, con- 
firmed; that it is nothing with God ro /ave by 
few, or by many. Should we not remember 
this remarkable Inſtance, and thence take En- 
couragement to depend ſtill upon a powerful, 
good, anda gracious God? Should we not be ſay- 
ing and praying with the P/a/mi/?, Plal. Ix. 11. 
Give us help from trouble, for vain is the help of 
man; it is a vain thing to truſt in ourſelves, or 
others. But we may ſay with him again, ver. 
I2, 
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12. Through God we ſball db vatantly, for he it 


7s that ſhall tread down our enemies. Therefore 


let us encourage ourſelves, and one another, in 
the excellent Words of the Text; Be ftrong and 
courageous, be not afraid nor diſmayed for the 
king of Aſſyria, nor for all the multitude that 1s 
with him ; for there be more with us than with 
him. With him is an Arm of Fleſh; but with 
z75 75 the Lord our God, 10 help us, and to fight 


our battels. 


Before I conclude, let me obſerve, that the 
Words of the Text may be applied, in a ſpiri- 
tual Senſe, to the State of the Soul, and the E- 
nemies of the Soul. Every Believer, and every 
true Chriſtian, is a ſprritual Soldier, liſted un- 
der the Banner of Chriſt, e Captain of our 
Salvation, As ſuch he has a Bazrel to fight, a 
Warfare to accompliſh, Many are the Ene- 


mies, that he has to encounter, which oppoſe 


him in his way Heaven-ward; the Powers of 
Darkneſs, the Snares of the World, and his 
own Corruptions. He is ſometimes hard put 
to it to grapple with theſe Enemies, and is ready 
to fear leſt they ſhould prove too hard for him. 
But may we not encourage the faithful Dif- 
ciples and Soldiers of Chri/t, in the Words of 
the Text; Be ſtrong and courageous, fear not, 


for there be more wirb you than with them? 


What? though Sin, Satan, and the World are 
againſt you, yet whilſt Heaven is on your Side, 
you need not fear all the Aſſaults of Hell and 


Earth; go on in the Name of the Lord, and in 
E the 
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the Strength of the Lord. Is not God far you? 
Have you not had Experience of his Love to 
your Souls? and is not his gracious Power able 
to ſupport you againſt all your Enemies? Is not 
Chrift for you? Have you nat alſo had Expe- 
rience of his redeeming Love to your Souls? 
Have you not, I ſay, felt the Power of his 
Grace, and taſted the Sweetneſs ofthis Love in 
you: Souls? Do you not believe and truſt, that 

e died for you on the Croſs, and is now inter- 
ceding for you in Heaven, and pleading your 
Cauſe with the Father? Is not the Spirit of 
God with you, and for you? And are not your 
Souls under his teaching, guiding, and com- 
forting Influences? Is nt the Word of Gad 
with you in its excellent Directions and encou- 
raging Promiſes? And are not the Ordinances 
of God with you, and for you, to build you up, 
to ſtrengthen and comfort you? And therefore, 
are there nct more with you, than with your ene- 
mies? As the Apoſtle ſays, John iv. 4. Greater 
is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 
Go forth therefore, 7 /ay, in his Name, and in 
his Strength; being ſtrong in the Grace that is 
in Chrift JTeſus, 2 Tim. ii. 1. There is a Fulneſs 
of Grace io him the /iving Head, and he is able 
to make all Grace to abound unto Believers, 
who are his kving Members. Chriſt, the cap- 
tain of their ſalvation, has overcome Sin and 
Satan, the Warld, Death and Hell; and his 
People ſhall overcome through him. Yea, fays 


the Apothe, Rom. viii. 37. In all theſe things we 
are more than conquerors thro bim that loved us. 


Therefore 


J 
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Therefore we may conclude, in his excellent 


and comfortable Words following, Ver. 38, 


39. For I am perſuaded that neither death nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things preſent, nor things to come; nor height, 


nor depth, nor any other creature ſhall be bh 


to ſeparate us from the love of God, which is in 
Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 
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p New Method of Teaching Children and adult Per- 
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